The Only Natural Economy

Eowers in all their colors covering an
area the size of 125 soccer fields are what you see if you visit the world’s largest
flower market, in the Dutch village of Aalsmeer. The scale is astounding.
Seven million roses, three million tulips, two million chrysanthemums, and
eight million other flowers and potted plants pass through on a typical morn-
ing. Some two thousand buyers bid U.S.$5 million for them.*

The flowers are flown in from as far away as Colombia, Kenya, and
Zimbabwe. While shipping flowers to the Netherlands might seem akin to
taking coals to Newcastle, the Dutch today are in the business of running the
global flower trade. The marketplace is organized so expeditiously that the
flowers are still fresh when they reach their ultimate destinations all around
the world.

A worldwide market in cut flowers, delicate and perishable as they are,
could not exist without modern technology. It was not until the late 1980s
that countries like Kenya became significant suppliers. Efficient air trans-
portation and telecommunications are needed to move roses from a grower
near Nairobi to Aalsmeer and then on to a buyer, say, in Seoul, all in less
than a day. Electronic devices keep track of the flowers as they move through
the auction house. The “Dutch clock” method of bidding allows the thou-
sands of auctions to run in a few hours. A gigantic clock, to which every bid-
der is wired, dominates the front of each auction hall. As each lot of flowers
is towed by, the clock’s hand starts at a high price and rotates through lower






















